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Leadership DeKalb’s Class of 2026 Begins
Historic 40™ Anniversary Year with Energy and Vision

Celebrating 40 Years of Developing Visionary Leaders for DeKalb County

DEKALB COUNTY, GA. (November 12, 2025) — Leadership DeKalb, the
county’s premier leadership development program, proudly announces the
members of its Class of 2026. This milestone class, marking the organization’s
40th year, brings together 60 accomplished professionals whose expertise, vision,
and dedication will help shape the future of DeKalb County.

Selected from a highly competitive pool of applicants, this year’s cohort represents
a cross-section of industries including business, education, government, healthcare,
law, nonprofit, public safety, and utilities. From seasoned executives to emerging
leaders, the Class of 2026 reflects the diversity, collaboration, and community
impact that define Leadership DeKalb.

“DeKalb County is a place of immense potential and opportunity, and I am
honored to chair an organization that consistently invests in developing strong,
visionary leaders for our community,” said Dorian DeBarr, President of the Decide
DeKalb Development Authority and Chair of the Leadership DeKalb Board of
Directors. “I am particularly excited to welcome the Class of 2026. Their talent and
dedication will undoubtedly contribute to the continued growth and success of our
county.”

Since its founding in 1986, Leadership DeKalb has equipped more than 1,600
alumni with essential leadership skills and a deeper understanding of the county’s
unique challenges and opportunities. The program’s rigorous curriculum combines



experiential learning with community engagement, preparing participants to
become informed advocates and influential change agents.

The Class of 2026 officially launched on August 14 with an orientation at the
Chamblee Public Safety Complex. Since then, the Class has participated in its
Opening Retreat at Lanier Islands Resort, visited multiple locations throughout the
county on History Day, and engaged in thoughtful discussions at Clarkston
Community Center on Core Values Day.

Over the next seven months, members will continue to explore DeKalb County
from multiple perspectives, examining its healthcare, government, education,
economic development, justice system, and quality of life. As part of the
curriculum, the Class will also engage in small group projects that investigate the
consequences of limited affordable housing across DeKalb County. Alumni of the
program have gone on to serve in executive roles, elected office, and other
positions of community leadership across the region.

To learn more about Leadership DeKalb's impact, visit www.leadershipdekalb.org
or email info@leadershipdekalb.org.

The Class of 2026 includes:

e Jarvis Adams, Chief Operations Officer, City Schools of Decatur

¢ Ana-Helena Rodriguez Allen, Senior Trial Attorney, Allstate

e LaShun Atwaters, Chief of Staff, District 3, DeKalb County Board of
Commissioners

e Asia Baysah, Deputy District Attorney, Brenda Baham Domestic
Violence Unit, Fulton County District Attorney’s Office

e Morgan Birch, Director of Programs and Operations, Scottdale Early

Learning, Inc.

Dr. Lenise Bostic, Head of Schools, DeKalb Preparatory Academy

David Bouchard, Partner, Finch McCranie, LLP

Robyn D. Brown, Attorney, Fulton County Office of the Child Attorney

Burt Buchtinec, Chief of Police, Emory Police Department

Natalia Cales, CEO and Principal Consultant, Cales and Company

Consulting, LLC

Lindsey Cambardella, CEO, Translation Station

e Denise N. Carter, Board Member, SwemKids International, Inc.

e Stefani Carter, Division Director — Community Health, DeKalb Public
Health



Tracy G. Carter, Human Resources Director, City of Decatur,
Destorian Cash, Senior Implementation Consultant, Tyler
Technologies

Cindy Cheatham, President and Leadership Coach, Good Advisors,
LLC

Christy Collins, CEO/Managing Partner, Keys Medical Staffing &
Services

Janikqua Cutno, LMSW, Director of Violence Prevention, Emory
Healthcare

Janel Davis, Managing Editor, Lifestyle & Culture, The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution

Tracey L. Enderson, Chief Investigator, DeKalb County District
Attorney’s Office,

Awet Eyasu, Board Member, DeKalb County Board of Education
Felix Floyd, Assistant Public Works Director, City of Decatur
Bennett Foster, Managing Director, Mobility Services Department,
Atlanta Regional Commission

Caitlin Hagan Fox, Vice President, Transformation & Org
Effectiveness, CNN

Nicole Goshorn, Manager, State Affairs, Troutman Strategies —
Troutman Pepper Locke LLP

Joshua Grizzle, Marketing Campaigns Manager, Kaiser Permanente
Neshieka Hancock, Senior IT Project Manager, Norfolk Southern
Corporation

Kevin Harper, Senior Project Manager, Northside Hospital
Carlandria Hayes, Membership Director, DeKalb Chamber of
Commerce

Chris Henshaw, City Council Member, City of Doraville

Dolan Jablonski, Principal, The Oak Insurance Group

Sherry Jackman, Executive Director, Decatur Tourism Bureau

Shari Amour Jones, Deputy Chief Assistant Solicitor-General, DeKalb
County Solicitor-General's Office

Sandra Kruger, Executive Director, Olmsted Linear Park Alliance
Dr. Justin M. Lee, Sr., MBA, CEO & Founder, J.M Lee Construction
Company

Thomas Leslie, Manager - Bulk System Planning, Georgia Transmission
Corporation,

Terri L. Lewis, Teacher, DeKalb County School District



Geoffrey Loften, Equitable Economic Development Program Manager,
Decide DeKalb Development Authority

Chief Deputy Vickie Logan, DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office, Chief
Deputy/Administrative Operations

Beoncia Loveless, Director, DeKalb County’s Medical Examiner’s
Office

Taren Manning, Communications and Public Relations Manager,
Discover DeKalb

Osborn Murray III, Executive Director, The Calalus Group

Temika Williams Murry, Chief Judge, DeKalb County Juvenile Court
Terry Owens, Education Coordinator, Georgia Power

Anisa Palmer, Executive Director, I Will Survive, Inc.

Dr. Rebecca Parshall, Director of Strategy and Development,
Learn4Life

Tonya Raines, Director of Talent Relations & Compliance, Chick-fil-A
Virginia Rece, Council Member, City of Tucker

Remington A. Rolé, Senior Business Manager, VAAS Professionals
Heather Salters, Branch Operations Coordinator, DeKalb County Public
Library

Dionna Smith, Chief Communications Officer, Office of the CEO,
DeKalb County

Dr. Danielle Stewart, President, iChange Collaborative

Andre Thomas, Customer Service Manager, Rockdale County
Government Water Resources,

Abby Turano, Vice President, Strategic Communications, Metro Atlanta
Chamber

Derrick C. Turner, Assistant City Manager, City of Tucker

Fabio van der Merwe, Chief Executive Officer, Claratel Behavioral
Health

Antwan Walker, Accountability Court Director, DeKalb County
Superior Court

Isaac Washington, Senior Vice President, Truist Bank

Ty Welch, Assistant Chief, DeKalb County Fire Rescue

Kirenski Wilkerson, Victim Advocate Specialist, Department of
Juvenile Justice



