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Corrected October 2025 Newsletter

We sincerely apologize for the error in the October 2025 Newsletter distributed
earlier today. The In Memoriam tribute to Captain Gary Menard was accompanied by
an incorrect image. Please find the corrected version of the newsletter with the
appropriate photo included. We appreciate your understanding and patience.

Leadership DeKalb Welcomes 60 Leaders
to its 40th Anniversary Class of 2026

Leadership DeKalb proudly announces the members of its Class of 2026.
This milestone class, marking the organization’s 40th year, brings together
60 accomplished professionals whose expertise, vision, and dedication will
help shape the future of DeKalb County. Selected from a highly competitive
pool of applicants, this year’s cohort represents a cross-section of
industries including business, education, government, healthcare, law,
nonprofit, public safety, and utilities.

The Class of 2026 officially launched on August 14 with an orientation at
the Chamblee Public Safety Complex and then its Opening Retreat at
Lanier Islands Resort on September 25-26.

The Class of 2026 includes:

¢ Jarvis Adams, Chief Operations Officer, City Schools of Decatur

e Ana-Helena Rodriguez Allen, Senior Trial Attorney, Allstate

e LaShun Atwaters, Chief of Staff, District 3, DeKalb County Board of
Commissioners
Asia Baysah, Deputy District Attorney, Brenda Baham Domestic
Violence Unit, Fulton County District Attorney’s Office
Morgan Birch, Director of Programs and Operations, Scottdale Early
Learning, Inc.
Dr. Lenise Bostic, Head of Schools, DeKalb Preparatory Academy
David Bouchard, Partner, Finch McCranie, LLP
Robyn D. Brown, Attorney, Fulton County Office of the Child Attorney
Burt Buchtinec, Chief of Police, Emory Police Department
Natalia Cales, CEO and Principal Consultant, Cales and Company
Consulting, LLC
Lindsey Cambardella, CEO, Translation Station
Denise N. Carter, Board Member, SwemKids International, Inc.
Stefani Carter, Division Director — Community Health, DeKalb Public
Health
Tracy G. Carter, Human Resources Director, City of Decatur,



https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=9234e996-d608-4542-bd2c-fce965117e2d

Destorian Cash, Senior Implementation Consultant, Tyler
Technologies

Cindy Cheatham, President and Leadership Coach, Good Advisors,
LLC

Christy Collins, CEO/Managing Partner, Keys Medical Staffing &
Services

Janikqua Cutno, LMSW, Director of Violence Prevention, Emory
Healthcare

Janel Davis, Managing Editor, Lifestyle & Culture, The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution

Tracey L. Enderson, Chief Investigator, DeKalb County District
Attorney’s Office

Awet Eyasu, Board Member, DeKalb County Board of Education
Felix Floyd, Assistant Public Works Director, City of Decatur
Bennett Foster, Managing Director, Mobility Services Department,
Atlanta Regional Commission

Caitlin Hagan Fox, Vice President, Transformation & Org
Effectiveness, CNN

Nicole Goshorn, Manager, State Affairs, Troutman Strategies —
Troutman Pepper Locke LLP

Joshua Grizzle, Marketing Campaigns Manager, Kaiser Permanente
Neshieka Hancock, Senior IT Project Manager, Norfolk Southern
Corporation

Kevin Harper, Senior Project Manager, Northside Hospital
Carlandria Hayes, Membership Director, DeKalb Chamber of
Commerce

Chris Henshaw, City Council Member, City of Doraville

Dolan Jablonski, Principal, The Oak Insurance Group

Sherry Jackman, Executive Director, Decatur Tourism Bureau
Shari Amour Jones, Deputy Chief Assistant Solicitor-General, DeKalb
County Solicitor-General's Office

Sandra Kruger, Executive Director, Olmsted Linear Park Alliance
Dr. Justin M. Lee, Sr., MBA, CEO & Founder, J.M Lee Construction
Company

Thomas Leslie, Manager - Bulk System Planning, Georgia
Transmission Corporation

Terri L. Lewis, Teacher, DeKalb County School District

Geoffrey Loften, Equitable Economic Development Program Manager,
Decide DeKalb Development Authority

Chief Deputy Vickie Logan, DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office, Chief
Deputy/Administrative Operations

Beoncia Loveless, Director, DeKalb County’s Medical Examiner’s
Office

Taren Manning, Communications and Public Relations Manager,
Discover DeKalb

Osborn Murray III, Executive Director, The Calalus Group

Temika Williams Murry, Chief Judge, DeKalb County Juvenile Court
Terry Owens, Education Coordinator, Georgia Power

Anisa Palmer, Executive Director, I Will Survive, Inc.

Dr. Rebecca Parshall, Director of Strategy and Development,
Learn4Life

Tonya Raines, Director of Talent Relations and Compliance, Chick-fil-
A

Virginia Rece, Council Member, City of Tucker

Remington A. Rolé, Senior Business Manager, VAAS Professionals
Heather Salters, Branch Operations Coordinator, DeKalb County Public
Library




Dionna Smith, Chief Communications Officer, Office of the CEQO,

DeKalb County

e Dr. Danielle Stewart, President, iChange Collaborative

e Andre Thomas, Customer Service Manager, Rockdale County
Government Water Resources

e Abby Turano, Vice President, Strategic Communications, Metro Atlanta
Chamber

e Derrick C. Turner, Assistant City Manager, City of Tucker

e Fabio van der Merwe, Chief Executive Officer, Claratel Behavioral
Health

e Antwan Walker, Accountability Court Director, DeKalb County Superior
Court

e Isaac Washington, Senior Vice President, Truist Bank

e Ty Welch, Assistant Chief, DeKalb County Fire Rescue

e Kirenski Wilkerson, Victim Advocate Specialist, Department of Juvenile

Justice

Leadership DeKalb News
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Lauren Kiefer ‘23
Board Member

Leadership DeKalb

Chief Operating Officer
DocAuto, Inc.

Congratulations to Lauren Kiefer '23 on being elected to Leadership
DeKalb's Board of Directors!
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Tune into "DeKalb Talks Tourism" podcast to listen to our Executive
Director, Shara Sanders, talk all things Leadership DeKalb with James
Tsismanakis, CEO of Discover DeKalb. Click here to listen to the full

episode.

Save the Date!

Leadership DeKalb's
Holiday Soiree


https://discoverdekalb.com/who-we-are/dekalb-talks-tourism/
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Alumni in Action

Congratulations to the following Leadership DeKalb alumni who recently
graduated from the Atlanta Regional Commission's Regional Leadership
Institute:

e Gerald Evans '25
John Funny '10
Latasha James '22
Shara Sanders '17
Joshua Williams '15
Katrina Young '25

Congratulations to Haley Berry '24 for her promotion to Deputy Chief
Operating Officer at Atlanta Regional Commission!



https://atlantaregional.org/news/leadership-engagement/atlanta-regional-commission-selects-2025-regional-leadership-institute-class/
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Congratulations to Geoffrey Loften '26 for being named People's Choice
Vice President of the Year for the National Urban League Young
Professionals!

ME State Bar
(o)

. of Georgia

New Board of
Governors
Members

#MeetTheB0G

Congratulations to the following Leadership DeKalb alumni who were
reelected to the State Bar of Georgia's Board of Governors:

e Oto Ekpo 25

e Dax Lopez '11

¢ Claudia Saari '99

e Donna Coleman Stribling '15

Congratulations to Ryan Loke '23 for being named to MARTA's Board of
Directors!



https://www.wrcdv.org/post/welcome-new-community-engagement-board-members
https://thechampionnewspaper.com/local-attorneys-elected-to-bar/
https://itsmarta.com/bod-overview.aspx
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Ana Maria Martinez

DeKalb State Court
State Court Judge
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Congratulations to Ana Maria Martinez '24 for being named to Georgia
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce's Hall of Fame!
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Congratulations to Jen Schuck 20, CEO of Emory Hillandale, Emory
Decatur and Emory Long-Term Acute Care hospitals, and Emory Hillandale
Hospital on 20 years of serving the community of Stonecrest and south
DeKalb County!

Congratulations to Adria Welcher '21 for her promotion to Senior Director
of General Education at Morehouse College!

In Memoriam

We wish to honor and acknowledge the recent passing of several
Leadership DeKalb alumni. If you are aware of other alumni we should
remember, please let us know by contacting Shara Sanders at
shara@leadershipdekalb.org.

James Reynolds "Renie" Hallford
(Class of 1989)
Retired



https://www.ghcc.org/hall-of-fame
https://www.emoryhealthcare.org/newsroom/2025/07/emory-hillandale-hospital-celebrates-20-years-of-serving-stonecrest-community-and-dekalb-county
mailto:shara@leadershipdekalb.org

John Hewitt
(Class of 2005)
Editor
The Champion

Click here for more on John's
legacy.

Captain Gary Menard
(Class of 2021)
Decatur Fire Department

Click here for more on Captain
Menard's legacy and here for
information about next week's
public gathering honoring
Captain Menard.

Click here for more on Renie's
legacy.

Roberta Malavenda
(Class of 1988)
Executive Director
CDF: A Collective Action
Initiative in Clarkston

Click here for more on
Roberta's legacy.

Judge Ronald B. Ramsey, Sr.
(Class of 2017)
DeKalb County State Court

Click here for more on Judge
Ramsey's legacy.

Upcoming Community Events



https://nowhabersham.com/james-reynolds-renie-hallford/
https://thechampionnewspaper.com/a-tribute-to-john-hewitt-the-gentle-giant/
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/roswell-ga/roberta-malavenda-12365591
https://www.decaturish.com/public_safety/decatur-fire-department-grieves-loss-beloved-captain/article_7ea0ede7-7a1e-49e7-9330-556b652bac08.html
https://www.decaturish.com/public_safety/decatur-holding-gathering-to-honor-capt-gary-menard/article_e6a3b1f6-e07f-408f-986c-0a05e4730551.html
https://ocgnews.com/tributes-pour-in-for-dekalb-county-judge-ronald-b-ramsey-sr-former-georgia-senator-trailblazer/
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SERVICES WE OFFER

Child & Adolescent

Crisis Stabilization
Peer Support

Substance Use Disorder
Wellness Screenings
AND SO MUCH MORE!!

FRIDAY, NOVIEMIBER Z/1TH]
amEr2:00)pm)

Tobie Grant Recreation{Genter;
593 Parkdale Drive
Scottdale, CA 30079

For More Information: claratelevents@claratel.org

Click here for more information about the Claratel Behavioral Health
Expo! This is an incredible opportunity for everyone to learn about
the vital programs and services Claratel offers.



https://www.lovetoride.net/atlanta/pages/current-challenge?locale=en-US
https://patch.com/georgia/decatur/calendar/event/20251107/bcba6a54-0c95-4b44-9b1e-d10835194593/claratel-behavioral-health-expo

EXPERIENGE A DAY AS A PRINCIPAL!

JOIN THE PRINCIPAL FOR A DAY INITIATIVE IN DEKALB SCHOOLS

Are you a business or civic leader eager to

make a significant impact in education? S ‘ ' , N\
The DeKalb County School District (DCSD) '/, \ , \
warmly invites you to step into the role of a \ ,

school principal for a day! This unique [ S ”’

opportunity allows you to engage with the -
daily challenges and triumphs of public
education while building valuable

connections within the community.

Who Can Participate:

* Local business executives
e Civic leaders

* Chamber members

November 10, 2025 -
November 21, 2025 Questions? Contact:

Demetric Crittle, Grants and Partnerships Coordinator
470-926-3269

Stay Connected

LEADERSHIP
DEKALB

y ) .
School District Access. Influence. Leadership.

Thank you for being an essential part of the Leadership DeKalb community.
Together, we are shaping the future of our county. Connect with Leadership DeKalb
members and follow updates from the organization through our page on Facebook
and Linkedin.
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Leadership DeKalb | 315 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. Suite 550 | Decatur, GA 30030 US
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